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Xi Jinping’s Vision of the Future of Hong
Kong’s “One Country, Two Systems”

Toru Kurata
Professor, College of Law and Politics, Rikkyo University

[ Abstract)

The Chinese government’s recent policies toward Hong Kong,
such as the introduction of the Hong Kong National Security Law
(2020) and the end of democratization through unilateral changes to
the electoral system (2021), are said to be destroying the “one country,
two systems” principle. Despite criticism from the West, President Xi
Jinping highly values Hong Kong’s “one country, two systems” policy
and vows to stick to it for the long term. The Chinese government’s
ideal state of “one country, two systems” emphasizes “one country”
in the field of politics and emphasizes loyalty of Hong Kong to the
central government. On the other hand, in the field of economy, Xi
Jinping is trying to maintain internationality by emphasizing “two
systems.” The Chinese government’s is trying to realize “one city, two

>

systems,” in which the politics and the economy are managed under
different systems. Under this system, Beijing is trying to implement
a new policy that will increase the role of the government in the
economy. If it is realized, it may bring about a historic change in the

Hong Kong economy, but its success or failure is unknown.

Keywords:one country, two systems, Xi Jinping, Hong Kong politics,

Hong Kong economy
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